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PSYCHOBIOLOGY AND PSYCHIATRY. By Wendell Muncie. The
C. V. Mosby Co., St. Louis, 1939. 739 pp. $8.
Dr. Muncie, Associate Professor of Psychiatry at Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity, presents in text-book form a comprehensive survey of the teaching of
Adolf Meyer and the work done at the Henry Phipps Psychiatric Clinic of
the Johns Hopkins Hospital.
The first of the four sections into which the book is divided is entitled
"Psychobiology-the Study of Normal Behavior." Here are considered the
facts of personality development and integration. A concise discussion of the
definition and scope of psychobiology is followed by a detailed presentation of
the student's outline of personality study which is used in autobiographical
fashion in the Johns Hopkins Medical School. This material constitutes the
basis for the well-known preclinical course in psychobiology at Johns Hop-
kins which has so greatly influenced the teaching of psychiatry in this country.
The outline is here made generally available for the first time. The author
avoids theoretical controversy and concentrates his attention on those facts
which can be put to immediate practical use.
The second section "Abnormal Behavior-Pathology and Psychiatry"
is introduced by a historical review of the emergence of the variou-s concepts
of personality disorder, with special attention to the differences between the
points of view of Kraepelin, Freud, and Meyer. Then follows a brief out-
line of psychiatric history-taking and a more thorough presentation of mental
and physical examination. The bulk of the section is devoted to a detailed
consideration of the reaction-types or syndromes most commonly encountered
in psychiatric practice, illustrated by representative case-studies. The major
illnesses are discussed much more adequately than the minor, despite the
greater importance of the latter in general psychiatric practice. The problems
of alcohol and drug addiction as well as the sexual deviations and maladjust-
ments are scarcely mentioned. The reader is referred to Kanner for infor-
mation concerning the psychiatric problems of childhood. The author
reserves for publication at a later date his opinion concerning illnesses which
overlap the fields of psychiatry and the other medical specialties, as, for
example, peptic ulcer and other gastro-intestinal disturbances.
"Treatment" is the subject of the third section. A general discussion of
the conservative pluralistic approach of Meyer is followed by consideration of
the methods of management suited to the various reaction-types. Again the
major illnesses are presented much more adequately than the minor.
The fourth and final section, "Historical Survey in Bibliography of the
Development of the Concepts Underlying the Principal Reaction-sets," is a446 YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
unique and most interesting arrangement of the landmarks of psychiatric
literature in the form of a concordance.
It is well-known that it is impossible at the present time to write a text-
book of psychiatry which will please everyone. Dr. Muncie's book presents
the conservative point of view more adequately than any which has appeared
in English. The reviewer hopes that in subsequent editions greater attention
will be paid to the cultural factors which influence personality development
and adjustment, that the relationship between personality makeup, adjust-
ment, and illness will be brought out more clearly, and that the minor illnesses
and everyday problems of general psychiatric practice will be presented in
greater detail. The book in its present form is a useful contribution to the
psychiatric literature and is cordially recommended. PAUL WM. PREU.
UNTO THE FOURTH GENERATION, GONORRHEA AND SYPHILIS,
WHAT THE LAYMAN SHOULD KNOW. By Irving Simons. E. P.
Dutton & Co., New York, 1940. 243 pp. $2.50.
The first two of three sections of this volume, which deal with the
history and descriptions of gonorrhea and syphilis, are in general well written,
although the title is misleading. Few syphilologists believe that syphilis is
transmitted to the fourth, or even the third, generation. The importance
of the problem of gonorrhea, of early diagnosis, treatment, and prevention, is
properly stressed. That the private physician should be a key person in the
control program is generally accepted. It is unfortunate that the ultimate
values of the book may be greatly reduced because the author felt inclined
to release emotional misconceptions of the public health program and the
profession in a manner to misrepresent or discredit established principles,
practices, and generally accepted policies. One also wonders why the author,
whose style of presentation (even for the layman) is not superior to that of
many previous writers, should feel the urge to criticize all that has been writ-
ten on these subjects heretofore. Much has been published about gonorrhea
and syphilis which is as useful for the layman as the material in this book, and
may be obtained for less cost. The net effect of this volume, which includes
much erroneous and superfluous material dealing with private practice versus
public health, may be to confuse the layman rather than to clarify the
problem. I. V. HISCOCK.
VIRUS AND RICKETTSIAL DISEASES: WITH ESPECIAL CONSIDERA-
TION OF THEIR PUBLIC HEALTH SIGNIFICANCE. Harvard School
of Public Health Symposium Volume. By various authors. Har-
vard University Press, 1940. xi + 907 pp. $6.50.
A volume of this character does not lend itself to review; it can only be
said that it is comprised of the papers presented in Boston in June, 1939,